UNH Honors Earth Day
President Dean signs Climate Leadership Call to Action
Tuesday, April 21, 2020
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Every year on April 22, UNH joins people and organizations around the world to
celebrate Earth Day. This feels more meaningful as the urgency of action to address the
climate crisis becomes more apparent to us all.
We are pleased to share that UNH recently joined 75 other higher education institutions
in sending a letter to President Biden in support of a 2030 emissions goal, which would
put the U.S. on a path toward being net zero by 2050, which means that any emissions
are balanced by absorbing an equivalent amount from the atmosphere. And we’re proud
that we are doing our own part at UNH. We have reduced our campus carbon footprint
by more than half since 2001, and our new WildCAP (Climate Action Plan) calls for

continued rapid progress in reducing UNH’s carbon footprint over the next decade.
Learn more at a virtual information session Thursday, April 29, 1-2 p.m. or Friday, April
30, 9-10 a.m. and share your feedback online.
Action on the climate crisis is just one component of sustainability, a collective
commitment to human dignity for all people and ecological integrity in all places. We’re
proud to be a national leader in sustainability and will work to renew our Sustainability
Tracking, Assessment & Rating System (STARS) rating this summer.
And now is the time to seek additional ways to expand our sustainability work to include
growing undergraduate and graduate enrollment in sustainability programs, expanding
and integrating our research in areas from climate and biodiversity to equity and
sustainable communities, and creating additional interdisciplinary experiential education
opportunities for our students. We want to involve the entire UNH community in
committing to helping UNH reach a new level in academic sustainability offerings, and
we want your ideas to achieve our goal of being a leading university in sustainability.
Reach out with your ideas at sustainable.future@unh.edu by June 30, whether about
adjusting existing programs or creating new programs or structures (in form and
function) that we will use to achieve this strategic goal.
We hope you will join us at one of the many events this week being organized across
campus in recognition of Earth Day. Please also join me on Friday, May 7, 2-4 p.m. for
our first annual UNH Sustainability Awards celebration when we will shine a light on the
more than 90 faculty, staff and students who were nominated for their work in
curriculum, research, operations and engagement to advance sustainability.
When we all do our part, the whole benefits.
James W. Dean Jr.
President
Wayne Jones
Provost
•

WRITTEN BY:
Colleen Flaherty | UNH Sustainability Institute

PHOTOGRAPHER:
Scott Ripley | Communications and Public Affairs | scott.ripley@unh.edu | 603-862-1855
SUSTAINABILITY INSTITUTE

UNH Today is produced for the UNH community and for friends of UNH.
The stories are written by the staff of UNH Communications and Public Affairs.
Email us: unhtoday.editor@unh.edu.

MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

CONTACT US

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
Follow us on YouTube
Follow us on Instagram
Find us on LinkIn
UNH Today RSS feeds
UNH Today • UNH Main Directory: 603-862-1234
Copyright © 2022 • TTY Users: 7-1-1 or 800-735-2964 (Relay NH)
USNH Privacy Policies • USNH Terms of Use • ADA Acknowledgement

